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Abstract  
Illiteracy among women has been a great challenge in Nigerian society this day. 
The illiterate women are not in line with what is happening or have information 
about the trends of things in the society. This paper focuses on the emphasis on 
the use of education to solve this problem and to highlight on the sociological 
implication on women education. This paper acknowledges various concepts in 
the education of women and advocates that desecration of Nigerian values in 
education by both the young and old shows that there is need for education of 
women in the society. This will help in the inculcation of acceptable values, 
skills and knowledge in women, so that by the time they acquired the 
educational values, they would have attained a high level of standard that 
enables them survive in the society. 

 
The greatest asset of a nation is her people and the contribution made by a people in the society is 

directly related to the development of the place, hence people’s commitment to the course of the nation is 
the key to all has for development. One of the human developments is through education. Education is 
one of the most important institutions in the society, through which a systematic acquisition of knowledge 
and skills is achieved.  It is the spring board for socio-political, economic and cultural development 
(Onwumere, 2006). It is, therefore, agreed that societies and nations that desire sustainable development, 
invest in the education of her people. 
 

Education is very important in the development of both nations and individuals. It develops in 
individuals valuable traits that make them useful to themselves and the society at large (Ajayi 2003). It is 
an agent of social mobility in the society. This is because through it an individual can be lifted from the 
shackle of poverty associated with the lower social class to either the middle or upper class. Education 
enhances in physical, mental, moral, political, social and technological development of people which 
enable them adapt and function  effectively in any environment they find themselves. A woman as an 
individual in the society needs to acquire education for personal development. A well developed / 
educated woman will invariably inculcate true democracy and spiritual well being to the people of the 
society. 
 

Abubakar (2000,p.4) “acknowledged in UNDP’S Human Development Report that Nigerian 
women have five  roles as: mothers, producers, home managers, community organizers and socio-cultural 
and political  leaders”. It is therefore, very worrisome that in practice, women acknowledged as 
producers, builders, developers and liberators are marginalized, worldwide. They are relegated to the 
background, discriminated against and victimized, most of the time with disregard to their significant 
roles in the family and society. Women are seen as subordinate to men which is a clear indicator of 
inequality between men and women. Feminists therefore describe the contemporary society as patriarchal 
and a man’s world in which women are dominated and relegated to lower status. The inability of most 
women to develop self-confidence is the root of their being relegated and marginalized.  
 

This is why Oke (1996) stated that, women cowardly succumb to the dominance of men. In the 
attempts to change the existing discrimination against women and their marginalization, especially in 
many third-world countries, there is need for women education which will empower and release the 
woman from unrecognized position and create opportunities for woman to utilize the enormous potentials 
in them for self development. 
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Concept of Women Education 

Education is the process of receiving or giving systemic instruction, especially at a school or 
university, it is an enlightening experience. It is a process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, 
developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of preparing oneself or others. 
Individual acquired wealth of knowledge after studying a particular subject matter or experiencing life 
lessons.  
 

Education is also define as all round development to the beneficiaries such as self-development, 
social development, economic, spiritual and political development woman education could be what the 
school should be doing for women in character and provision of skill for social living. It implies all-round 
development of women-physically, intellectually, morally socially, and spiritually. Thus education for 
women is seen as a lifelong process which will enable them acquired the relevant skills values and 
knowledge which they will use to work at their own level of competency, for self-development and 
society.  
 

Education then provide necessary tools for women to work in different work places to engage in 
self-development whether economically- socially, political or vocationally. 
  

That is, they could occupy prestigious occupations, government positions, leadership positions in 
churches and communities. 
 

By implication, it shows that women do not anymore have their places as stools in the kitchen. 
Their education has taken them outside the home to have their places or stool in the public offices. 
 

Economically, Nzelibel (1996) noted that women’s long term involvement in economic, 
agricultural production and retail trade is well known. Education helps them to make better living for 
themselves and contribute more effectively to the economic development of the communities. Education 
makes them good home maker or in home management affairs. And socially, women who are educated 
can compose or respect themselves in the public functions or ceremonies; or any activities in the society. 
They can express their opinions freely and contribute to the development of social life in their 
communities. 
 

An educated woman has vantage position of knowledge to help the family in the family planning 
methods or child bearing practices. The mother is more aware of their responsibilities to their children. 
The children learn and understand quickly from mothers, the benefits of delay marriage or marrying at the 
appropriate age or ripped age for marriage and also child bearing. This will help to control too many 
children within a short period or space of time. 
 

In the nutritional aspect, an educated woman will have a wealth of knowledge to help the family 
for healthy growth and living of the family – hygiene and simple remedies. This helps to reduce infant 
mortality rate and maternal mortality with lower fertility rate. (Ainsworth, Beeglte and Nyanmette (1996). 
 

An educated woman has greater impact on the educational attainment and school achievement of 
children than father’s education, because of the greatest interaction between mothers and children in the 
home or family. The mothers could also read scriptural books such as Holy bible, spiritual magazines, 
journals and Quran, understand the words of God and be able to teach their children or members of the 
family. 
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Hence there is prospect for women education, if women will not rest on their oars and continue 
working hard to receive education. Education is definitely an instrument for women development and 
empowerment. Government’s effort to make education available to the average Nigeria child is necessary, 
because the poor economic status of then average Nigerian is still a hindrance to U.B.E. 
 
Women Education and Community Development 

Education is a tool for progressive national development. Women need education to harness their 
environment for sustainable development. This means that community has to be in the continuous 
progress or development. In this regard, community development is the integrated rural development 
whereby  concerted efforts are made by the government, and other interested agencies together with the 
community dwellers to tackle the problems of their community as a corporate body in order to improve  
and increase the per capital income and the welfare of the people, (Ukpong, 1995). 
 

Today’s society is no longer a primitive one, where interactions and work ethics are based on 
family relationships but on interconnectivities created by science and technology as responses to the 
forces of globalization. This is why Paul and Alice (2001) cited in Adekola, 2008) opined that community 
development is the economic, physical, and social revitalization of communities led by the people who 
live in that community. The impact of the above analysis is that only educated people are in this era of 
information. Consequently, if a particular group of people needs to be empowered for the purpose of 
meeting the needs of the time and contributing to community development, the people should be 
educated. Therefore, the women are to be empowered through education for community development. 
Oyebamiji (2000) considers the educated folk in society as those who are learned in the knowledge, 
values and skills needed for the growth of the society. In other words, if the leaders in society must 
allowed for women participation in community affairs, such women must be educated.  
 

This will enable them use their knowledge and skills acquired through education to teach other 
women in the society. The teaching could be through skill acquisition centers, adult education, 
workshops, seminars and conference. The workshop and seminars could be organized by Education 
agencies and personals. 
 

At the skill acquisition centres, women could learn how to produce products or like wedding 
cake, Chi-chin, doughnuts, and other pastry products. They could also learn how to make dresses, clothes, 
sweaters, shawls and other wooly material. All these accounts as a result of educated women in the 
society. 
 

The laudable learning will enable the participants to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the 
Community for enhancement of the society. Not only this, they stand a better position to contribute 
meaningfully in the community meeting and decision making for the development of the society. They 
could suggest way forward for the community. It is because they are learned and know what is good for 
their people. With their knowledge, they could attract foreign investors or government for the 
development of their community. Good education for the women would ensure a good income needed to 
meet up with their problems.  
 
Needs / Importance of Women Education 

Women need proper education which will empower them to be in line with the elites in the 
society. In this   regard the importance of women education cannot be over emphasized especially in 
Nigeria:  In the past, only boys were be educated while girls were wallowing in stark ignorance and 
absolute illiteracy. 
 

Since the women are the man’s second half, it is only fair that both of them should be educated 
companions. It is a fact that no man without understanding partner can successfully raise a good family, 
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an uneducated wife, no matter what, cannot successfully cope with an educated husband.  If the woman is 
literate, like the husband, she will be able to be a good teacher  to her children  before they are old enough 
to go to school. If she is the working type, she will be able to help the husband in maintaining the healthy 
growth and happiness of the children.  She will be able to help both the family and the society. 
 

It is interesting to know that, many parents who had earlier educate their daughters in this country 
are now enjoying the fruits of their foresight. And others who did not share the ideas are not getting 
much. It is a known fact that educated daughter shall surely have more advantages to her parents, husband 
and society than an illiterate one. This is why Green (1998) gave an idea that when one is empowered, the 
person will be diligent and meaningful with his work.  That is education of women will give them better 
stand for the improvement of the society to engender development. 
 
Challenges in Women Education  

Education tends to expose the beneficiaries to some individual and society demands. These 
demands are the factors militating against their educational development 
The factors are as follow: 
 
1) Financial Problems: In order to fulfill the objectives if education for all, Government introduced 
Universal Basic Education (UBE), 1990 for equal and adequate educational opportunities at all levels. But 
government’s efforts has not yielded adequate results due to poor economic status of the average Nigerian 
is still a hindrance to UBE.  Basic education is still expensive for the less privilege and poor, women in 
particular. A family with many children and low socio-economic status found it difficult to meet up with 
the financial demands. There are still demands of tuition in a small fraction of the total cost (i.e. cost of 
books, accessories, transport, uniforms, board facilities etc). These demands, cost added financial 
constrains to education of women. 
 
2) Environmental Challenges: Environment literally means environs or surrounds. It has a lot of 
physical and social implications to the people living around any given environment. The educational 
implications are contributing factors to the development of human potentials. Women are very close to 
the environment. This enable them acquire more economic power by making use of their potentials to 
explore the environment. 
 

In most cases the culture of the land influences the designing of education of women these 
influences are the challenges to the education of the women. This is because women felt that through their 
management and use of natural resources, provide sustenance to the families and communities (Spiff, 
1996: 12) that is they tend to be preoccupied with alternative seasonal economic activities such as 
farming, honey collection and trading. In Delta region, women spend long hours removing periwinkles 
from their shells, women also engage in the production of oil and some social activities like attending 
social meetings or dances. All these factors have a lot of influence in the pursuits of their education.  
 

In emphasis, unless women have access   to proper education and are able to participate fully in 
the planning and implementation of environmental education programme, the case of environmental 
issues will not be adequately addressed.  

 
3) Early Marriage and Pregnancy: This equally hindered their education Oyebamiji (1999), 
identifies early marriage and pregnancy as the most frequent reason for the withdrawal of females from 
schools. These educational experiences of women have caused women to be marginalized in the 
development process. This position may be further explained in the fact that a woman who gets married 
early spends the greater part of the years in child birth and rearing, which is the time she should be 
receiving or acquiring skills that will ensure her effective participation in the labour force. 
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4) Traditionally, women are seen as those who belong to the kitchen, who should serve men in all 
circumstances and who has no right up till now. This is why Odu (1981) said that one of the factors 
affecting the women education is the tenacity to old tradition, that a girl-child has no right to attend 
school because she will eventually leave the house for the husband benefits. Even the women themselves 
often adhere strictly to this old tradition.  
 
5) Another very serious challenge is religious. In this case, all the major religions in the country 
agreed that women are seen and not heard. According to Biblical injunction women should be submissive 
to their husbands and being loved by their husband. These biblical facts have great effects for the position 
of women in society. It has reinforced marginalization of women in their right before their husband and 
society. Any woman, who wants to exhibit her rights in contrast to her husband, is seen as a deviant or a 
misfit wife. For example women in Islamic religion are relegated to the background. They are being 
confined in a place (the purdah), to prevent them from reaching out to the outside world. In the past, this 
practices discouraged women from benefiting from western education.  
 
Strategies in Women Education 

1. The major instrument for empowerment is education. Education is a process of making individuals 
to internalize all the worthwhile knowledge, skills, and values of a society. It is a strong index for 
empowerment. This assumption has made the Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN) (2004) to state 
that education is the instrument per excellence for achieving genuine national development. In the 
light of the above, women should be given educational opportunity; for them to meet up with the 
society demand  

 
2. The school programmes: This could be evening classes and part time courses also guidance and 

counseling programmes which should be intensified. Akingbade (1995) opined that gender balances 
should be enhanced if women mobilize their husbands supports. Moreover, women should be 
encouraged to attend intensive seminars, workshops and conferences organized for them which will 
equally enhance in them skills and knowledge, and values for self development and development of 
society in general. The Beijing (1995) conference has a lot of impact in the education of women it 
enhances their awareness. 

 
3. Other strategy to use in empowering women educationally is the need for proper legislation against 

early marriage and child labour in order to ensure meaningful implementation of school 
programmes. In this case, the unwanted pregnancy and school drop-outs will be on the control 
measures. 

 
4. Finally, government should make effort to reduce female marginalization in education and support 

women education generally. (Opeke, 2008). Increase in literacy programmes for women, is a 
commitment to the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of the United 
Nations. 

 
Conclusion 

There is a great need to education of women in the society. The implication is, young and old 
must have good educational background in order to meet up the societal demands. That is training a girl 
child to be useful in the society, and women will be able to take their proper places in the public activity. 
There are challenges that inhibiting the education of women, they are; cultural, institutional, societal and 
religious. Multi-dimensional strategies are needed for, there to be success in women education 
programmes. It is the wish of the women folk in society that every woman should be educated, and the 
need for their education to contribute to community development. 
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Recommendations 
Based on the foregoing, the following are recommended. 

1. Education programmes should be extended to all categories of women in society. 
2. Government should adopt appropriate education strategies to cushion the effect of the challenges 

inhibiting education programmes for the benefits of the women and communities. 
3. More multi-dimensional strategies should be identified and used in educating women for 

community development. 
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